 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Central Midget Hockey League  

Annual General Meeting   -   October 18, 2008

Fredericton High School

11:30 to 12:10  - team registration and distribution of kits, agendas, and ballots

Call to order  -   12:12 p.m. by president, Peter Hanson who welcomed everyone and gave a brief history of the League which is beginning its 39th year of operation, having started in 1970 with eight teams.  He followed with an introduction of the League executive, directors, and co-ordinators as well as of Howie Peters (past Minor Hockey Chairman who is here to conduct elections) and Todd Pye.  

Members in attendance  -   were asked to introduce themselves, and a sheet was circulated for all to sign, including their position in the organization/association they represented. 

Motion - As distributed with notices of motion: Moved/seconded (F. Nickerson / D. Cyr) that the NBCMHL executive has the option to appoint a chairman of the board or any other position during the season provided there is a 2/3 majority approval from the executive members.  Carried  (unanimously.)

Resignation  -  Peter Hanson informed the membership that after thirty-eight years as League president, he is stepping down for personal reasons (to enjoy full-time retirement.)  He then introduced Howie Peters, a former Minor Hockey Council chairman, who will conduct the elections for president and remaining offices. The meeting was declared  regularly constituted for 

elections purposes.

Nominating Committee Report  -  On September 13, 2008, the names of Louis Gaudet and Charlie Kennedy were presented for the office of president.  The electoral officer then called for nominations from the floor.  There being none, H. Peters declared Louis Gaudet and Charlie Kennedy the nominees for the office of CMHL president. 

 Election of President  -  Both candidates were given the opportunity to address the membership.

Charlie spoke first, citing his past/current hockey involvement, and stating that if elected, he would be pleased to have Louis as his vice president.  Louis stated that as president of Moncton Minor Hockey (a position which he would resign if elected as CMHL president,) he became very familiar with the workings of our League last spring when he chaired the committee which hosted the CMHL provincials.  The membership then voted, using the ballots distributed at registration (33 registered teams.)  Howie asked the two candidates is they wished to have scrutineers at the ballot counting.  Neither did, so H. Peters and T. Pye left to count ballots.  

New President  -  Louis Gaudet was elected president of the NBCMHL
H. Peters called for a motion to destroy the ballots, and it was moved/seconded (Moncton Minor Hockey/ Kent Sud) that ballots be destroyed.  Carried.


Election of Vice President  - The name of Murray Dickinson was the sole nominee of  the nominating committee.  H. Peters called for nominations from the floor, and with none forthcoming, he declared Murray Dickinson the League’s new Vice President.  
Election of remaining officers (also conducted by H. Peters)  

(Remaining) Slate of Officers  - as presented by nominating committee:



 Executive Director:

Marcel Belliveau         

        
 Treasurer:


Reed Kennedy
        



 Recording Secretary:

Ann Leland

                          

There being no further nominations, the above were elected by acclamation.












The slate of Directors and Co-ordinators (as introduced earlier by P. Hanson) was presented, and with no nominations from the floor, the following were  duly elected by acclamation for the 2008/2009 year:


Claude Arsenault   (Referee-in-chief)
Francine Nickerson   (Co-chair, South)


Debbie Connors   (Co-chair, Central)
Irason Nickerson (Director)


Denis Cyr   (Chair, Ouest)


Jerry Porter   (Co-chair, Central)

Keith Demmings   (Co-chair, East) 

Andre Robichaud   (Director)

Harold Fleiger   (Co-chair, North)

Rheal Robichaud   (Director)




Roger Gaudet   (Co-chair, Est)

Jack Spidell   (Director)


Greg Hickman (Co-chair, South)
 
Tim White  (Chair, North)


Arnold Lavigne   (Director)


P. Hanson turned the meeting over to the new president, Louis Gaudet, who then thanked Peter for his dedication over the past thirty-eight years in building the League into what it is today.  Peter received a standing ovation from the membership.

First Order of Business for the new executive was the Ratification of Officers & Renewal of Corporation  -  Central Midget Hockey League, Incorporated: incorporated (about) fifteen years ago, we are required to present directors for election yearly.  The following slate was proposed by the out-going president:



Reed Kennedy,   president









Louis Gaudet,   treasurer


Andre Robichaud., secretary

Reed explained that this group has no actual power, and therefore no monies to oversee.

Moved/seconded (P. Hanson/ J. Spidell) that the above be elected as designated representative directors for the Central Midget Hockey League, Incorporated.  Carried.



Motions

1..Moved/seconded (John Allison, Fredericton / Nathan Brewer, North York) that each league game is to consist of two 15-minute and one 18-minute stop-time periods.  A minimum of a 5-minute warm-up period must be allowed to each on-time team prior to the start of game.  In the event of a storm and/or act of God, a game with a minimum time of three 15-minute straight time periods with the last five minutes of the game to be stop time.  No games are to start later than 8:00 p.m. if there is school the next day unless the teams are 30 minutes (or less) of travel time apart for which games can start no later than 9:00 p.m. If both teams do not agree upon the above, the disciplinary committee may award the game.  ng team will be suspended until such time as the fine is paid.  (This amends 114 from Rules & Regulations, changing to 8:00 from 9:00).  Motion carried (6 negative votes).

At this point, the suggestion was made that the home team provide all warm-up pucks for both teams.  This will eliminate a team’s losing pucks  - whether home or away.  General assent seemed to prevail.  (This was not a motion, merely a guideline to be adhered to.)

Financial report   -  Copies were distributed to all in attendance. The report itself was presented by treasurer, Reed Kennedy, who informed us that for the second year in a row we ended  the season with a deficit. He explained that the monies from Caisse Populaire and Cocoa Cola shown under revenue actually covered our printing costs this past year.  Reed conveyed his (and the rest of the executive’s) concern over the high cost of the banquet at the provincials, and said that we are faced with the alternative of raising more funds for this event in lieu of a “slash-and-burn” approach; certainly no one wants to see the demise of the end-of-year banquet and awards presentation.  He recommended that the $ 450 from All-Star Game ticket sales which has been returned to the League (to cover banquet expenses) by each team in the past be increased to $ 500.

Total revenue was $47,576.36 with expenditures reaching $52,959.19  -  resulting in a shortfall of $5,382.83.  

Moved/ seconded (Lewisville/ Lancaster) that the financial statement be approved.   Carried. 

Score sheets/Statistics  - presentation by M. Beliveau who encouraged all to make regular use of our website  - password is goalie; so is user name.  He introduced the new statisticians  -  Scott Gallant and Marc Manuel  -  and stated that since he would primarily be handling suspensions, statistics should be available much more quickly this year.  Rheal will be doing scheduling only.  Please note that on game sheets this year there is only one fax number for submission.  There followed a lengthy discussion re the listing of suspended players on game sheets.  Whether we agree or disagree, we cannot change HNB’s rulings at this point. 



There are new game sheet books this year.  Please use them because of new contact persons and new numbers (fax and phone.)    Advise time keepers to do sheets neatly and accurately; you should try to have regular time/score keepers throughout the season, and plan a meeting with them prior to the first game to go over correct procedures.  It is still the coach’s/manager’s responsibility to go over game sheet before it is faxed to statistician.  If the referee takes the sheet to further his report, make certain he takes the responsibility to complete it and fax the sheet within 24 hours.  Roster stickers are to up-dated regularly, and on each sheet.


Starting goalie must be designated; if change/substitution is made during the game, the time it is done should be noted on game sheet in order for the League to supply accurate statistics.  This is easy enough to do if your are the home team, but if you are the “visitors” and are not sure if change was noted, e-mail Marc/Scott with pertinent information..


Each team’s ice/game times need to be faxed to Rheal Robichaud by next Friday (October 24th.)  Remember that you are to supply two different ice times.


Marcel gave a reminder that all forms are available on the web site.  Please take All-Star Game forms seriously, and the deadline for their submission is December 24th.  Do not forget trophy nomination forms. Check with yout co-ordinators if necessary. 


The best way to get statisticians and Marcel( looking after suspensions) is by e-mail, although we recognize that some concerns do require telephone communication  - to either Marcel, the director/co-ordinator in your zone, or an executive member.

Scholarships  - eleven were given out last year; encourage your players to apply for these.  There is still a $500 one to be awarded (from last year) to a CMHL player who is  enrolled at U de M, and letters/forms are available.  Coaches, please check to see if there are any players from last year’s team who are attending U de M  who and advise them to look into this.  

Affiliated Players  - must be clearly indicated/listed on your team roster.  They can play as many games as they wish prior to January 10th, but after that once they play five (5) games with you they cannot go back  - they are now yours. 


High school players can no longer play recreational midget hockey.  Coaches should carry approved roster from registrar to all games in case another coach questions the eligibility of a high school player. (A team could refuse to play if they suspect an ineligible player is being used and you have no proof to the contrary.)  Remember, HNB rules supercede ours.  In the spirit of our League, it would be hoped that the game would be played first, and any protests/disputes could be lodged later.

Eligible Players  -  If you are concerned that the number of players on bench/ice does not appear to be what is on game sheet, you can ask the referees to double check, but you can’t force them to.

Last year, Marcel sent notification to officials’ league reminding them of the right of teams to request this count, and most of the time there was no problem.  Honesty is the key word; do not list players who are, in fact, not playing merely to bolster those players’ 50% of games eligibility.  

Play-off Rosters  - players who have been injured during the season must provided medical certification of dates involved so that games played during the injury time will be deleted from the total number of games played by the team in order to meet the 50%-game eligibility ruling.   

Rule Changes  - There are none this year, but a reminder to all teams that it is their responsibility to be familiar with all rules and regulations.  There will be no appeals on minimum suspensions.  Check website for guidelines.

All-Star Game venues  - We are still open to applications to host any of the three games to be played (probably) the last two weekends of January.

Fund Raiser  -  selling tickets for All-Star Game could result in a healthy profit for teams, each of

which receives 25 books of 20 tickets which sell for $3 each, bringing in $1500.  In the past, $450 

of this has been submitted to the League to help cover banquet costs.   Increasing this amount could help reduce our deficit, and with that in mind, it was moved/seconded (Lewisville/ Lancaster) that each team return $500 to the League from the sale of All-Star Game tickets. Carried. (1 negative vote.)  There will be a ticket (trip for two) drawn at each of the three All-Star Games.

Play-off Format  - last year we had 40 teams, and there are 33 registered to date.  The alignment  for play-offs is presented at the Semi-Annual Meetings held prior to each All-Star Game.  Please keep in mind that it is not always easy to categorize teams that do not regularly play each other, and we make every effort to consider travel.  Louis suggested that if you play a team in a tournament that is in another division in the League you might email the game results to Marcel/Louis so that teams can perhaps be more realistically ranked/ seeded.  Our League submits a proposed format to HNB for them to ratify at their mid-January meeting, so it is not just our executive who decides the format. 

Provincial Tournament & Banquet  - According to the HNB rotation, it is the South that should be hosting provincials this year.  If no one comes forward to do so, then we will have to approach another association. We would definitely go with the banquet and awards presentation on Friday night again.

Format for Provincial Play  - last year we had three divisions (AA, A, and B) of 8 teams each  - split into sections of four teams playing a round-robin format before advancing to cross-overs; winners of cross-over games advanced to Division finals.  This allows a good majority of League teams advancing to provincials, giving them at least three games before elimination  - as good as, or better than, what a number of tournaments have to offer.

Fee Structure for Provincial Play  - the executive would like to see the tournament fee set at $400 in accordance with HNB guidelines for other divisions.  The general feeling seemed to be that this was too big a jump from the $150 that has been assessed in the past.  Moved/seconded (Lancaster/Saint John) that the fee for participation in the NBCMHL provincial tournament be moved from $150 to $250 for each participating team.  Carried. 
Open Session  - the president, L. Gaudet, opened the floor to questions


1.  Dieppe asked us to note that the date listed for their tournament was incorrect.


2.  Bathurst is hosting a tournament on the November 14th weekend.  

Minutes  - the minutes will be available on the website in two weeks’ time.

Adjournment   -   (Lewisville/ Lancaster)  - 2:30 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Ann C. Leland









Recording Secretary 









October 30, 2008
