Central Midget Hockey League  

Annual General Meeting   -   October 13, 2007

Fredericton High School

11:45 to 12:10  - team registration and distribution of kits and agendas

Call to order  -   12:15 p.m. by president, Peter Hanson who began by informing us that the League started in Riverview in 1972 when a meeting was convened by Mr.  Mitton and saw the election of Peter Hanson as president of a league encompassing a number of midget teams in the eastern part of the province; shortly afterwards, teams from the southern and later northern parts of the province requested to join.  It remains the longest and largest operating league in Atlantic Canada..  The president next introduced executive members and guests Ray Carmichael and Dana Dickinson from Hockey New Brunswick.  Although Dana is soon to be replaced on Minor Hockey Council as the liaison between CMHL and HNB by Daniel Babineau, he will continue to assist our league in any way possible. 

 It was noted that Reed Kennedy, Rheal Robichaud, and Jack Spidell were not in attendance due to family commitments. 

Translations   -   P. Hanson advised those requiring interpretation that we have executive members who can do so; also, handbooks and the Minimum Standards for Discipline  are available in French.

Members in attendance  -   were asked to introduce themselves, and a sheet was circulated for all to sign, including their position in the organization/association they represented. 

Election of officers   -   Dana Dickinson, HNB representative conducted elections. The meeting was declared regularly constituted for elections purposes.

Slate of Officers  - as presented by nominating committee:



President:
 

 Peter Hanson





Vice President:   

Charlie Kennedy               



Executive Director:

Marcel Belliveau   (also, Stats  - North & West)        



Treasurer:


Reed Kennedy
        



Recording Secretary:

Ann Leland

                          

Above elected by acclamation.












President P. Hanson introduced the Directors (stating their positions) and advised the membership  that there is no limit as to the number of people who can serve as directors.  He presented slate of Directors for election and asked for nominations from the floor.  There being none, the directors for the 2007-2008 year were duly elected by acclamation and will be:


Claude Arsenault   (Referee-in-chief)
Arnold Lavigne   (Co-chair, Nord)


Debbie Connors   (Co-chair, Central)
Francine Nickerson   (Chair, South)


Denis Cyr   (Co-chair, Ouest)

Jerry Porter   (Co-chair, Central)


Keith Demmings   (Co-chair, East) 

Andre Robichaud   (Stats Supervisor)
Murray Dickinson   Co-chair, West)

Rheal Robichaud   (Stats  - East & South)


Harold Fleiger   (Co-chair, North

Jack Spidell   (Co-chair, East)


Roger Gaudet   (Co-chair, Est)
 
Doug Steeves   (Director)

Renewal of corporation  - 
Central Midget Hockey League, Incorporated: incorporated about fifteen years ago, we are required to present directors for election yearly.  Nominees are:



Charlie Kennedy,   president


Reed Kennedy,   treasurer


Andre Robichaud.,  director

Moved/seconded (Petitcodiac/Saint John) that the above be elected as designated representative directors for the Central Midget Hockey League, Incorporated.



Motions

1..Moved/seconded (Beliveau/ Hanson) that a team cancelling a game without good cause will be subject to a fine the equivalent of the home team’s ice time costs plus officials, as well as a $50 payment to CMHL.  If this is not honoured in an appropriate time frame, then the offending team will be suspended until such time as the fine is paid.  (This amends 14.3 from our Operations Manual.) Failure to comply could lead to a possible suspension for up to one year for the team and/or team officials involved.  It was pointed out during discussion that teams registered with the NBCMHL need to be aware of their full commitment to the League.  Motion carried unanimously.


2.  Moved/seconded (Hanson/Beliveau) that late entries to the League may be accepted

up to seven (7) days after the AGM with a $150.00 penalty charge and a 75% acceptance vote by the League executive.  Discussion brought forth concern of high schools not selecting teams early enough, creating the question as to whether an association should enter more than one team. The directive is that all intended teams should be registered and later withdrawn if necessary; full re- imbursement would be given provided the team in question had not already started their scheduled games.  (Withdrawal does not have to be within the seven (7) days after the AGM.    Carried, with two (2) negative votes.  

Score sheets/Statistics  - presentation by M. Beliveau 

 
Before he started, Marcel reminded the membership of the importance of team/parent

meetings; a diligent manager is vital, as he/she is often the one responsible for game sheets.  Meetings should be held more than just at the beginning of the season.  Marcel encouraged all to make regular use of our website  - password is goalie  - and then stressed the following:



1.  Make sure players’ names are legible; if using typed labels, make sure they are up-dated and identical on all three pages.  The scorekeeper needs to be told to write the numbers of penalized players, the infractions, and their times clearly; the manager (or some team official) should check the sheets carefully before they are faxed.


2.  Designate starting goalie; if change/substitution is made during the game, the time it is done should be noted on game sheet in order for the League to supply accurate statistics.  This is easy enough to do if your are the home team, but if you are the “visitors” and are not sure if change was noted, e-mail Marcel/Rheal with pertinent information..


3.  Ignore the 3-Star Selection spot on the sheets.  Marcel explained that not all teams do so properly  - and some not at all.  It has become somewhat subjective, and when we are trying to make trophy selections, we do not always have the true picture.  The executive decision to drop this from our awards was made after the game sheets had been printed.  There was no argument from the membership.   


4.  Score sheets must be faxed to your appropriated statistician as soon after the game as possible, especially when a major infraction is involved.  Please fax white copy as it is easier to read when copied.  You may wait until you have sheets from three or four games until you mail them.  Be sure to look up By Law 107 regarding this.   


5.  Our statisticians will try to keep stats up-dated on a weekly basis; it may take somewhat longer early in the season and at the beginning of play-offs.  Marcel/Rheal will only up-date statistics with information coming from managers/coaches NOT players themselves. 


6.  The sheet regarding infractions/suspensions is missing from the kits.  Marcel will e-mail these to everyone; in the meantime, check the website.


7.  Fighting:-  the first major a player receives, he/she will get the benefit of the doubt  - only one or two games; with each additional fighting major within league games, additional game suspensions will be applied. When a team reaches its eleventh fighting major, the coach will also receive a game suspension.  (There was only one instance of this last year.)


8.  Contacts  - the best way to get Marcel/Rheal is by e-mail, although we recognize that some concerns do require telephone communication.


9.  From Hockey NB guidelines re suspensions, the words “where injury results” have been deleted.

          10.  Forms regarding ice times and team roster (which should have been run off from e-mail or website and submitted today) must be completed ASAP if not already done.

          11.  Forms 12, 13, 14, and 15 need to be filled out for awards/presentations at end-of-year banquet.  There is a modification to form 17 from previous years; it must be submitted by mid-March for us to know the numbers attending the banquet from each team.


          12.  New form included to host provincials.  You may submit an application even if it is not your zone’s turn to host; it could be that no one from the host zone (as designated by HNB) has applied, and you would receive consideration.  However, it must be noted that priority will be given to the designated host zone, should anyone from there apply.

          13. Re by-law 126 addition from last year (Only players who have played 50% of the team’s regular season schedule will be eligible for play-off games.  Regular season games played in other Hockey NB registered leagues will count towards the 50 %.)  This largely affects players who play high school and midget  –  also bantam players who move up. Be sure to list affiliates on team roster.  If team member misses more than 50% of team’s scheduled games due to injury or other medical reason, medical verification must be submitted to the League verifying the dates of injury/illness.  The number of scheduled games played while he/she was incapacitated will be deleted from the total number of games scheduled for that team.  Our League outlines of guidelines for affiliate players are the same as Hockey Council’s.  If you are concerned that the number of players on bench/ice does not appear to be what is on game sheet, you can ask the referees to double check, but you can’t force them to.  Marcel will send notification to officials’ league reminding them of this right of teams to request this count.

           14.  Games  - are to be three periods of 15, 15, and 18 minutes, played stop-time with a flood between each period.  There are to be no 20-minute periods, and DO NOT go to straight time.  If you think you are running out of time, you can forego the flood between 2nd and 3rd periods provided both teams agree.  If time does run out before the game is completed, we will deal with whatever is necessary.  



Bernard Imbeault Bursary  - Peter outlined requirements of the bursary (for any deserving CMHL player who is attending U. de Moncton this year  - may not necessarily have to be in first year) and distributed letters/information for coaches to take who previously coached eligible players.  

Fund Raiser  -  selling tickets for All-Star Game could possibly result in $1,050.00 for each team.  Each team will receive 25 books of 20 tickets, and whatever is raised over and above the $450.00 which must be returned to the League (Reed Kennedy) by January 10th , belongs to the team to do with as they wish.  

All-Star Game venues  - no one has applied as yet; exact dates (probably three games the last two weekends of January) have yet to be determined, but if anyone is interested please see Peter before leaving.  

Semi-Annual Meetings   - will be held at each All-Star Game site two hours prior to the start of the game.  At that time playoff alignment, as ratified by HNB at their mid-January meeting, will be presented. There is room for discussion, but in the past, very few changes have been made.  Ability and travel distance figure highly in ratings.  

Provincials   -   will be hosted by Petitcodiac-Salisbury and Moncton MH associations from March 28th to 31st, with Petitcodiac getting one-third of games to be played.  All finals will be iced in Moncton. 

Format for Provincials  - moved/seconded (Saint John/Edmundston) that we have three divisions of 8 teams each  - split into sections of four teams playing a round-robin format before advancing to cross-overs; winners of cross-over games will advance to Division finals.  Carried.

End-of-Year Banquet   -   moved/seconded (Saint John/York North) that banquet be held Friday evening as opposed to Sunday.  Carried unanimously.  Peter presented the entertainment format to be provided by the Sportsplex following the banquet and distributed information as to the type of activities available.  More information will be forwarded to teams as it becomes available.  This is a 

week earlier than SEDMHA tournament, so we look for a strong turn-out. 

Play-offs  -   If we do in fact have 24 teams progressing to provincials (8 from each division), then play-offs must be taken seriously. We could approach play-offs in one of several ways:


1.  Regular season goes to mid-to-end of January, with play-offs starting the first of February (as in the past.)


2.  Regular season go from 16-18 games per team to 20 or thereabouts, followed by a shorter play-off season with single round-robin games.


3.  Have regular season go to mid-February; have smaller groupings for play-offs with a home-and-home series.    

After some discussion, general consensus was to go with #1  - same as in the past.  The schedule will be posted on the website.

Financial report   -  submitted by Charlie  Kennedy (in Reed Kennedy’s absence), showing that for the first time in our League’s history, we ended  the season with a deficit.  Copies were distributed to all in attendance for perusal.  Total revenue was $44,048.05 with expenditures reaching $45,917.97  -  resulting in a loss of $1,869.92.  Charlie asked for acceptance of the financial statement.  Moved/ seconded (Sussex/Edmundston)that report be adopted.  Carried. 

Minutes  - the minutes will be available on the website in two weeks’ time.

Adjournment   -   3:00 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Ann C. Leland









Recording Secretary 









October 26, 2007

